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1.3.1. European Union legislation related to railway transport 

Safety 

2009/460/EC: Commission Decision of 5 June 2009 on the adoption of a common safety method for 
assessment of achievement of safety targets, as referred to in Article 6 of Directive 2004/49/EC of the 
European Parliament and of the Council 

Commission Regulation (EU) No 1158/2010 of 9 December 2010 on a common safety method for assessing 
conformity with the requirements for obtaining railway safety certificates 

- Note: with effect from 16 June 2025, Commission delegated Regulation (EU) 2018/761 is repealed. 

Commission Regulation (EU) No 1169/2010 of 10 December 2010 on a common safety method for assessing 
conformity with the requirements for obtaining a railway safety authorisation 

- Note: with effect from 31 October 2025, Commission delegated Regulation (EU) 2018/762 is repealed. 

Commission Regulation (EU) No 1078/2012 of 16 November 2012 on a common safety method for monitoring 
to be applied by railway undertakings, infrastructure managers after receiving a safety certificate or safety 
authorisation and by entities in charge of maintenance 

2012/226/EU: Commission Decision of 23 April 2012 on the second set of common safety targets as regards 
the rail system 

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 402/2013 of 30 April 2013 on the common safety method for 
risk evaluation and assessment and repealing Regulation (EC) No 352/2009 

Directive (EU) 2016/798 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 May 2016 on railway safety 

Commission delegated Regulation (EU) 2018/761 of 16 February 2018 establishing common safety methods 
for supervision by national safety authorities after the issue of a single safety certificate or a safety 
authorisation pursuant to Directive (EU) 2016/798 of the European Parliament and of the Council and 
repealing Commission Regulation (EU) No 1077/2012 

Commission delegated Regulation (EU) 2018/762 of 8 March 2018 establishing common safety methods on 
safety management system requirements pursuant to Directive (EU) 2016/798 of the European Parliament 
and of the Council and repealing Commission Regulations (EU) No 1158/2010 and (EU) No 1169/2010 

Commission implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/763 of 9 April 2018 establishing practical arrangements for 
issuing single safety certificates to railway undertakings pursuant to Directive (EU) 2016/798 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council, and repealing Commission Regulation (EC) No 653/2007 

Regulation (EU) 2019/503 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 March 2019 on certain aspects 
of railway safety and connectivity with regard to the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the Union 

Commission Recommendation (EU) 2019/780 of 16 May 2019 on practical arrangements for issuing safety 
authorisations to infrastructure managers 

- Note: Member States that have not notified the Agency and the Commission in accordance with Article 
33(2) of Directive (EU) 2016/798 are requested to give effect to this Recommendation from 16 June 2019. 
All Member States are requested to give effect from 16 June 2020. 
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Certification of entities in charge of maintenance for freight wagons  

Commission implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/779 of 16 May 2019 laying down detailed provisions on a 
system of certification of entities in charge of maintenance of vehicles pursuant to Directive (EU) 2016/798 
of the European Parliament and of the Council and repealing Commission Regulation (EU) No 445/2011 

- Note: It shall apply from 16 June 2020. 

Certification of drivers  

Directive 2007/59/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2007 on the certification 
of train drivers operating locomotives and trains on the railway system in the Community 

Commission Decision of 29 October 2009 on the adoption of basic parameters for registers of train driving 
licences and complementary certificates provided for under Directive 2007/59/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council 

Commission Regulation (EU) No 36/2010 of 3 December 2009 on Community models for train driving licences, 
complementary certificates, certified copies of complementary certificates and application forms for train 
driving licences, under Directive 2007/59/EC of the European Parliament and the Council 

2011/765/EU: Commission Decision of 22 November 2011 on criteria for the recognition of training centres 
involved in the training of train drivers, on criteria for the recognition of examiners of train drivers and on 
criteria for the organisation of examinations in accordance with Directive 2007/59/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council 

2011/766/EU: Commission Recommendation of 22 November 2011 on the procedure for recognition of 
training centres and of examiners of train drivers in accordance with Directive 2007/59/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council 

Railway vehicles 

Commission implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/250 of 12 February 2019 on the templates for ‘EC’ 
declarations and certificates for railway interoperability constituents and subsystems, on the model of 
declaration of conformity to an authorised railway vehicle type and on the ‘EC’ verification procedures for 
subsystems in accordance with Directive (EU) 2016/797 of the European Parliament and of the Council and 
repealing Commission Regulation (EU) No  

201/20112009/965/EU:  Commission Decision of 30 November 2009 on the reference document referred to 
in Article 27(4) of Directive 2008/57/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the interoperability 
of the rail system within the Community 

2011/155/EU: Commission Decision of 9 March 2011 on the publication and management of the reference 
document referred to in Article 27(4) of Directive 2008/57/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council 
on the interoperability of the rail system within the Community 

ERA + S2R / Europe´s Rail 

Council Regulation (EU) 2021/2085 of 19 November 2021 establishing the Joint Undertakings under Horizon 
Europe and repealing Regulations (EC) No 219/2007, (EU) No 557/2014, (EU) No 558/2014, (EU) No 559/2014, 
(EU) No 560/2014, (EU) 
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No 561/2014 and (EU) No 642/2014 

Council Decision (EU) 2015/214 of 10 February 2015 endorsing the Shift2Rail Master Plan 

Regulation (EU) 2016/796 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 May 2016 on the European 
Union Agency for Railways and repealing Regulation (EC) No 881/2004 

Commission implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/764 of 2 May 2018 on the fees and charges payable to the 
European Union Agency for Railways and their conditions of payment 

Commission implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/867 of 13 June 2018 laying down the rules of procedure of 
the Board(s) of Appeal of the European Union Agency for Railways 

Financial assistance for network 

Regulation (EU) 2021/1153 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 July 2021 establishing the 
Connecting Europe Facility and repealing Regulations (EU) No 1316/2013 and (EU) No 283/2014 

Interoperability 

2014/897/EU: Commission Recommendation of 5 December 2014 on matters related to the placing in service 
and use of structural subsystems and vehicles under Directives 2008/57/EC and 2004/49/EC of the European 
Parliament and of the Council 

Directive (EU) 2016/797 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 May 2016 on the interoperability 
of the rail system within the European Union 

Commission Delegated Decision (EU) 2017/1474 of 8 June 2017 supplementing Directive (EU) 2016/797 of 
the European Parliament and of the Council with regard to specific objectives for the drafting, adoption and 
review of technical specifications for interoperability 

Commission implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/545 of 4 April 2018 establishing practical arrangements for 
the railway vehicle authorisation and railway vehicle type authorisation process pursuant to Directive (EU) 
2016/797 of the European Parliament and of the Council 
Commission implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/777 of 16 May 2019 on the common specifications for the 
register of railway infrastructure and repealing Implementing Decision 2014/880/EU 

Commission implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/424 of 19 March 2020 on submitting information to the 
Commission as regards non-application of technical specifications for interoperability in accordance with 
Directive (EU) 2016/797 

Combined transport  

Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directive 92/106/EEC on the establishment 
of common rules for certain types of combined transport of goods between Member States 

Licensing railway undertakings  

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/171 of 4 February 2015 on certain aspects of the procedure 
of licensing railway undertakings 
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National vehicle register  

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2018/1614 of 25 October 2018 laying down specifications for the 
vehicle registers referred to in Article 47 of Directive (EU) 2016/797 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council and amending and repealing Commission Decision 2007/756/EC 

Dangerous goods  

Directive 2008/68/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 September 2008 on the inland 
transport of dangerous goods 

Commission Directive 2012/45/EU of 3 December 2012 adapting for the second time the Annexes to Directive 
2008/68/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council on the inland transport of dangerous goods to 
scientific and technical progress 

Regulation (EU) 2020/1056 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 July 2020 on electronic freight 
transport information 
 
COTIF CONVENTION - is the founding legal text of the Intergovernmental Organization for International 
Carriage by Rail. It regulates the functioning of this organization, its objectives, competences, relations with 
member states, and its activities in general. 
 
The COTIF Convention consists of two parts: the Convention itself and seven appendices establishing uniform 
railway regulations, e.g. technical operating requirements and model contracts for the transport of 
passengers and goods: 

 

Appendix A Uniform Rules concerning the Contract of International Carriage of Passengers and 

Luggage by Rail 

CIV 

Appendix B Uniform Rules Concerning the Contract of International Carriage of Goods by Rail CIM 

Appendix C Regulation concerning the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Rail RID 

Appendix D Uniform Rules concerning Contracts of Use of Vehicles in International Rail Traffic CUV 

Appendix E Uniform Rules concerning the Contract of Use of Infrastructure in International Rail 

Traffic 

CUI 

Appendix F Uniform Rules concerning the Validation of Technical Standards and the Adoption of 

Uniform Technical Prescriptions applicable to Railway Material intended to be used in 

International Traffic 

APTU 

Appendix G Uniform Rules concerning the Technical Admission of Railway Material used in 

International Traffic 

ATMF 

 
SMGS AGREEMENT - Rules for the Transport of Dangerous Goods - Appendix 2 to the AGREEMENT ON 
INTERNATIONAL RAILWAY TRANSPORT OF GOODS (SMGS) 
 
IRS 20201 „Carriage of dangerous goods – Guideline for Emergency planning guidance for rail marshalling 
yards“, 2nd edition 

 
IRS 40471-3 „Inspections of dangerous goods consignments“, 4th edition 

Commission Delegated Directive (EU) 2020/1833 of 2 October 2020 amending the Annexes to Directive 
2008/68/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council as regards adaptation to scientific and technical 
progress 
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Passengers’ rights and obligations  

Regulation (EU) 2021/782 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2021 on rail passengers’ 
rights and obligations (recast) 

Rules of competition  

Council Regulation (EEC) No 1017/68 of 19 July 1968 applying rules of competition to transport by rail, road 
and inland waterway, as amended 
 
- Note: Expiry date: 24/03/2009; repealed by Council Regulation (EC) No 169/2009, with the exception of 
Article 13.3. 

Regulation (EEC) No 2988/74 of the Council of 26 November 1974 concerning limitation periods in 
proceedings and the enforcement of sanctions under the rules of the European Economic Community relating 
to transport and competition 

Council Regulation (EC) No 169/2009 of 26 February 2009 applying rules of competition to transport by rail, 
road and inland waterway 

Capacity Allocation  

Directive 2012/34/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 November 2012 establishing a 
single European railway area. 

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/10 of 6 January 2015 on criteria for applicants for rail 
infrastructure capacity and repealing Implementing Regulation (EU) No 870/2014 

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/1100 of 7 July 2015 on the reporting obligations of the 
Member States in the framework of rail market monitoring  

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/909 of 12 June 2015 on the modalities for the calculation of 
the cost that is directly incurred as a result of operating the train service 

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2016/545 of 7 April 2016 on procedures and criteria concerning 
framework agreements for the allocation of rail infrastructure capacity 

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/2177 of 22 November 2017 on access to service facilities 
and rail-related services 

 
Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) of 20 November 2018 laying down procedure and criteria for the 
application of the economic equilibrium test pursuant to Article 11 of Directive 2012/34/EU of the European 
Parliament and of the Council 

Register of authorised types of railway vehicles  

Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2011/665 of 4 October 2011 on the European register of authorised 
types of railway vehicles 
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Development of the trans-European transport network  

Regulation (EU) 2024/1679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 June 2024 on Union 
guidelines for the development of the trans-European transport network, amending Regulation (EU) 
2021/1153 and Regulation (EU) No 913/2010 and repealing Regulation (EU) No 1315/2013 

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/6 of 5 January 2017 on the European Rail Traffic 
Management System European deployment plan 

Directive (EU) 2021/1187 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 July 2021 on streamlining 
measures for advancing the realisation of the trans-European transport network (TEN-T) 

Miscellaneous 
 

2014/524/EU: Commission Decision of 17 July 2013 on the measure/aid scheme/state aid SA.34369 (13/C) 
(ex 12/N) – Construction and operation of public intermodal transport terminals planned by the Slovak 
Republic 

Rail freight network  

Regulation (EU) No 913/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 September 2010 
concerning a European rail network for competitive freight 

Regulation (EU) 2021/1153 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 July 2021 establishing the 
Connecting Europe Facility and repealing Regulations (EU) No 1316/2013 and (EU) No 283/2014 

Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2015/1111 of 7 July 2015 on the compliance of the joint proposal 
submitted by the Member States concerned for the extension of the North Sea-Baltic rail freight corridor with 
Article 5 of Regulation (EU) No 913/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning a 
European rail network for competitive freight 

Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2017/177 of 31 January 2017 on the compliance with Article 5 of 
Regulation (EU) No 913/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council of the joint proposal to establish 
the ‘Amber’ rail freight corridor 

Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2018/300 of 11 January 2018 on the compliance of the joint 
proposal submitted by the Member States concerned for the extension of the Atlantic rail freight corridor 
with Article 5 of Regulation (EU) No 913/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council 

Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2018/491 of 21 March 2018 on the compliance of the joint proposal 
submitted by the Member States concerned for the extension of the North Sea Mediterranean rail freight 
corridor with Article 5 of Regulation (EU) No 913/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council 

Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2018/500 of 22 March 2018 on the compliance of the proposal to 
establish the Alpine-Western Balkan rail freight corridor with Article 5 of Regulation (EU) No 913/2010 of the 
European Parliament and of the Council 

 
Regulation (EU) 2024/1679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 June 2024 on Union 
guidelines for the development of the trans-European transport network, amending Regulation (EU) 
2021/1153 and Regulation (EU) No 913/2010 and repealing Regulation (EU) No 1315/2013 
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Services on public passenger transport  

Regulation (EC) No 1370/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2007 on public 
passenger transport services by rail and by road and repealing Council Regulations (EEC) Nos 1191/69 and 
1107/70 

Directive 2014/23/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 February 2014 on the award of 
concession contracts  

Directive 2014/24/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 February 2014 on public 
procurement and repealing Directive 2004/18/EC 

Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2016/1804 of 10 October 2016 on the detailed rules for the 
application of Articles 34 and 35 of Directive 2014/25/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council on 
procurement by entities operating in the water, energy, transport and postal services sectors 

TSI  

Safety in tunnels  

Commission Regulation (EU) No 1303/2014 of 18 November 2014 concerning the technical specification for 
interoperability relating to ‘safety in railway tunnels’ of the rail system of the European Union 

Rolling stock  

Commission Regulation (EU) No 321/2013 of 13 March 2013 concerning the technical specification for 
interoperability relating to the subsystem ‘rolling stock — freight wagons’ of the rail system in the European 
Union and repealing Decision 2006/861/EC 

Commission Regulation (EU) No 1302/2014 of 18 November 2014 concerning a technical specification for 
interoperability relating to the ‘rolling stock — locomotives and passenger rolling stock’ subsystem of the rail 
system in the European Union 

Energy 

Commission Regulation (EU) No 1301/2014 of 18 November 2014 on the technical specifications for 
interoperability relating to the ‘energy’ subsystem of the rail system in the Union 

Noise 

Commission Regulation (EU) No 1304/2014 of 26 November 2014 on the technical specification for 
interoperability relating to the subsystem ‘rolling stock — noise’ amending Decision 2008/232/EC and 
repealing Decision 2011/229/EU 

Infrastructure  

Commission Regulation (EU) No 1299/2014 of 18 November 2014 on the technical specifications for 
interoperability relating to the ‘infrastructure’ subsystem of the rail system in the European Union 
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Infrastructure - Conventional railways 

2014/881/EU: Commission Recommendation of 18 November 2014 on the procedure for demonstrating the 
level of compliance of existing railway lines with the basic parameters of the technical specifications for 
interoperability 

Persons with reduced mobility  

Commission Regulation (EU) No 1300/2014 of 18 November 2014 on the technical specifications for 
interoperability relating to accessibility of the Union's rail system for persons with disabilities and persons 
with reduced mobility 

Assessment of conformity  

2010/713/EU: Commission Decision of 9 November 2010 on modules for the procedures for assessment of 
conformity, suitability for use and EC verification to be used in the technical specifications for interoperability 
adopted under Directive 2008/57/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council 

Operation and control  

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/773 of 16 May 2019 on the technical specification for 
interoperability relating to the ‘operation and traffic management’ subsystem of the rail system in the 
European Union and repealing Decision 2012/757/EU, as amended 

Telematics applications for freight subsystem  

Commission Regulation (EU) No 1305/2014 of 11 December 2014 on the technical specification for 
interoperability relating to the telematics applications for freight subsystem of the rail system in the European 
Union and repealing the Regulation (EC) No 62/2006 

Telematics applications for passenger services  

Commission Regulation (EU) No 454/2011 of 5 May 2011 on the technical specification for interoperability 
relating to the subsystem ‘telematics applications for passenger services’ of the trans-European rail system 

Command and signalling  

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2023/1695 of 10 August 2023 on the technical specification for 
interoperability relating to the control-command and signalling subsystems of the rail system in the European 
Union and repealing Regulation (EU) 2016/919 

 

 

 


